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STATUTE MILES 

Rt~alrn of the dragons: (;reen tone 
show~ lhe giant lizards' tiny kingclom . 

----- -----~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

Gleam of gold on the hide of a newly 
hatched Komodo dims with maturity. 
"The 21 1/ 2-inch baby wei,:;hed next 
lo nothing," said the author. It coiled 
inside a shell the size of a goose egg. 

. ,;::ut·. ·- . . . . . . . ..... .·. . , 
Their agility belying .~pt;g~~ .. ~~- ""'-··~~~R~n17 onC!W.rRP.~Jt~-B9~§~tR.OO~!:fl. 
and alligator>, they never slit~er a~~l~ssdr~~l_an_d but always rise up on their leg~ t<> move. Wrinklerl. J+· 



.
'·.· . . :J folds of ~kin on t~1cir tlank5_ Will strctc!l smvoth after a full ~1cal. When an~ercd, the reptiles puff 
'"·· out Hw1r necks. Spc•ck!es of bonv calcmm make th~!i.[:,alxJUrl..r.:~·~41J.:i£ss.i!lr-b.aJH~ags and shoes. 
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876). About a thousand of the lizards- -largest in the world--survive 
islands: ,,Kommlo, Rintja, l'adar, and the southwestern corner of 
save Vamn11s komodoensis from cxtinctiQn, the Indonesian 
claimed part of Rintja a drag.:•n sanctuan'> and has restricted . 

four tropical 
Hoping to 

has pro­
of the giants. 
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